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Thank You for Your Service....
Join us for the Celebration of Freedom worship service- ONE SERVICE held in the 
Sanctuary and there will not be Sunday school. There will also be a special breakfast 
in Fellowship Hall at 9:00 a.m. for those that have been members of the church for 50 
years or more. 
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OUR VISION:
“To become a community of  

believers that is open and welcoming to 
anyone, no matter where they are 

on their faith journey, and is  
intentionally joining with Christ in His 

redemptive work and purposes in 
the world.”

OUR MISSION:
“To become, and help others 

to become, fully devoted  
followers of  Jesus 

Christ.”2

Missionary Commissioning
All of our FBC missionaries 
traveling around the world on 
mission were commissioned on 
June 26th. Please pray for our 
missionaries as they travel to 
Washington, DC (July 9 - 16), 
Guatemala (July 21- 28) and 
Mission Serve Missionaries who 
will be right here in Wilmington. 
These missionaries will share the love of Jesus here and around the world. We 
pray that God protects our FBC members on their journey, blesses their time 
away from home and fulfills the joy and purpose of each mission.

Dive Deep
I was listening to the Beatles over lunch today. Strange to think that 

a song written nearly fifty years ago would still be popular enough to 
be playing, but they are the Beatles after all. But how did they get to be 

“The Beatles”? Maybe you have read Malcom Gladwell’s book called 
Outliers that offers up an explanation. Gladwell says that certain people 
are outliers by a combination of talent and experience. A little bit of 
ability leads to an opportunity to use that ability more often than others 
around you, which then develops that ability further, which leads to even 
greater opportunity to use that ability and so forth. All of that creates a 
virtuous cycle which leads to great things in a hand full of people. Like 
the Beatles or Lebron James. There’s just something about going deep 
rather than wide that makes a transformative impact on the people who go deep and on the world 
around them.
 Speaking of going deep, that’s what we’re inviting you to do in the coming year during KOG2ILM.  
There will be five different areas of brokenness and opportunity that you can choose from in the 
coming months: Education, Hunger, Refugees, Homelessness, Incarceration. Each of these areas have 
a lot of need, and you could easily get involved in all five areas and make a difference. But I want to say 
something that might surprise you…rather than jump into all five of these areas of brokenness, I want 
you to consider if maybe, just maybe, God might be calling you to focus on only one of them. And yes 
you read that correctly.
 We live in a world where people bounce from this to that, and I’m as guilty as anyone. We like a 
smorgasbord of experiences and opportunities. It keeps us from getting bored. But what if all that 
bouncing around from one thing to the next keeps us from experiencing something wonderful, 
something transformational? There is a phrase in Psalm 42, which I think encapsulates what I’m 
suggesting. The Psalmist starts off talking about thirst for God but then He says, “deep calls to deep in 
the roaring of your waterfalls”. What I think that means is that only by acknowledging what the deep 
parts of us long for, do we put ourselves in a position to experience what the depth of God can provide.
 It might sound strange to think about a narrow focus on education or hunger or incarceration of being 
a way that “God can provide” for you. Isn’t the point of this year-long mission trip to help others? But 
that’s not really the way that mission works. None of us are ever so perfect that we have all the answers, 
all the resources, all the love that broken people require. Instead, what we discover when dive deep into 
one area of need is that we are suddenly confronted with a problem too big for us to solve alone…and 
THAT is when we are most open to God’s appearance. And when God shows up he has a habit of 
meeting more than one need. For example, in meeting the needs of someone in prison you might 
discover that while you know a lot about how to work hard and be a good citizen, you might not know 
nearly as much as someone in jail knows about prayer, because when you’re behind bars, sometimes 
God is all you have to count on. 
 So what do you think might happen to you in the coming months if you go deep into the needs of our 
community? Here’s what I think might happen: you might develop your ability to become and help 
others become more fully devoted followers of Christ. When that happens, you might get an 
opportunity to use that ability even more often which will then lead to even further growth in you, and 
a greater impact on the world. Before long you’re a lot more like Jesus, and our community will look a 
lot more like the Kingdom of God. Now that’s what I call a virtuous cycle. 
 Where are you going to go deep this year in our community?
P.S. I wanted to say how excited I am that Dr. Mike Queen, our Pastor Emeritus, will be filling the 
pulpit in my absence on Sunday, July 10th. The only thing I’m not excited about is that I won’t be here 
to hear him preach. Mike has been a great friend to me in every way since my arrival four years ago. 
I respect him greatly and I’m excited that he’ll be preaching on a Sunday morning at First 
Baptist for the first time since his retirement.

Worship 
Schedule
Freedom Service

One Service- 10:30 A.M.
“The Source of Freedom”

Exodus 6:1-7
Matt Cook

July 10
“Voices & Choices”

Genesis 3:1-7
Matt 4:18-22
Mike Queen

Luke & Jesus
July 17

“Mary & Martha”
Matt Cook

Luke 10:38-42

July 24
“Lord’s Prayer”

Matt Cook
Luke 11:1-4

July 31
“Parable of the Rich Fool”

Matt Cook
Luke 12:13-21

August 7
“Kingdom of God - Keep 

Your Lamps Burning”
Matt Cook

Luke 12:32-40
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Jesus’ Love & Grace Was in South Africa
Every evening after a terrific day of mission work 
in South Africa, our team would share where they 
saw Jesus at work that day. Each night the 
sharing would last over an hour. We saw Jesus 
in the children of South Africa and in the local 
missionaries of South Africa. We saw Jesus in 
the beautiful landscapes and sunsets that were all 
around us. We saw Jesus in fellow mission team 
members. Jesus is at work in South Africa and it 
was a joy to join Him as He worked His Love and 
His Grace.  
Our team of 18 commissioned missionaries 
accomplished a lot in South Africa but not 
without the prayer and giving support of our 
home church...First Baptist. Two large bags of 
baby blankets were delivered on behalf of the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry to the Door of Hope baby 
rescue ministry in Johannesburg. Three suitcases 
full of medical supplies were put on the shelves 
in Thembalethu. Over 100 pounds of school and 
craft supplies were given out to the children of the Isibani Community Centre ministry.  

We played and played with children. We tore down walls and 
rebuilt walls to create three new school classrooms so that 
classes of over 80 students each can be divided into two 
classrooms of 40 kids each. We built a computer lab by 
installing work stations, wiring six new 220 volt receptacles, 
and taking a bunch of old donated HP computers and 
restoring them into working systems. We painted walls a 
beautiful UNCW teal color (of course) and sanded doors. 
Our final event was to host a Saturday Sports Camp that 
was attended by over 150 smiling and hugging children of 
Winterton, South Africa. At the Sports Camp, we blew 
bubbles, played soccer and 
dizzy bat, colored a 
thousand pictures, and     

                              made over 200 necklaces 
and bead bracelets. The children taught us 
traditional African Zulu dances and songs and 
we taught them the Electric Slide. 
No one wanted to leave South Africa. We 
learned that when you join Jesus in His work, 
abundant life is realized. A big thank you to 
all First Baptist members for praying for our 
group and donating the medical and school 
supplies. Also a big thank you to the Prayer 
Shawl ministry for 
working hard to supply 

                           the baby blankets. 



2016 High School Bimini Trip
The FBC high school 
graduates returned 
safely home after a 
wonderful senior trip 
to Bimini. This 
annual trip provided 
a great time of fun, 
adventure, devotional 
times at night, and 
lots of reminiscing 
over the years of    

          growing up at FBC. Continue to lift up these students and their 
          families as they begin to make the transition to college this fall.

     

Sharing Life Together L

   Because We Care
 When you are aware of members or friends 

who are in the hospital or in a nursing 
care facility, please email Bill Dunn at 

bdunn@fbcwilmington.org or call the church 
office at 763-2471. The FBC family would like 
to connect with our members and friends 
during these times through prayer, visits 
and encouragement.

Mustard Seed Book Sale
The Mustard Seed Bookstore at the Activities 
Center is selling out! Your choice of books are 
$5 each. There is still a good selection available, 
but they will sell fast at this price!

Worship Schedule

     
   

Senior Member Highlight

Handbell Workshop
If you have always wanted to play the bells….
now is the time!! Come join us for a time of fun 
and fellowship where we will learn the BASIC 
techniques of bell ringing. This one day work-
shop will be held in the Bell Room (upstairs by 
the choir room) on Saturday, July 23 from 10:00 
a.m. to 12:00 noon. Email Steven Thomason 
(sthomason@fbcwilmington.org) if you have any 
questions or would like to sign up for the workshop. All ages are invited!
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Congrats Grad
Congratulations to Carole 
Gates on graduating 
with a Master's degree in 
Management and 
Leadership from Liberty 
University this past 
spring. Her husband is 
Dr. George Gates.

Thank You FBC Family
From the bottom of my heart I want to thank you for the gift 
of sabbatical. The time away to rest, reflect, pray, learn, spend 
quality time with my family, and simply to ‘be still’ has been 
such a blessing! Perhaps the one thing I learned that I will 
strive to carry with me every day is that it is vital to the rhythm 
of life for us to set aside time to delight in being alive, to savor 
the gifts of creation, and to give thanks for the blessings we 
may have missed in our necessary preoccupation with our 
work. Mark 2:27 tells us that “you are not made for the Sab-
bath; the Sabbath is made for you.” I am looking forward to 
partnering with each of you in a new season of ministry and I 
am filled with gratitude for the gift of this loving church family. 

                                                                



     

The following memorials have been given generously, 
and we are deeply grateful:

     Memorial Gifts
General Fund

In memory of Frank Bowen
by Ernestine Canady

by Charles & Nancy David
by Janet E. David

by Bud & Ann Davis
Baggett Sunday School Class

In memory of Corrine Tyberg
by Beth & Jack Upton

In memory of Fib Bowen
by Jay & Judy Brown

by Frank & Anne Rankin
In memory of Connie Piscetelli

by Jean Jarvis
In memory of Mary Lee

by Ann Scott
In honor of Mary Margaret Brooks

by Beth & Jack Upton
In honor of Lauren Thayer

by Wayne & Nancy Burkhart
Ron & Tracey Thayer

Music Fund
In memory of Corrine Tyberg

by Joan B. Marshall

Intentional 
Listening
By Steven Thomason

On a typical Sunday morning, we construct our 
worship services around a few key elements: 
musical praises, scripture readings, proclama-
tions (including the sermon), and prayer. Each 
one of these is important, and (hopefully) we’re 
actively involved in every aspect. However, how 
often do you come to worship and simply “go 
through the motions?” We stand with 
Deepwater as they raise their voices in song, 
or we open our hymnals to the prescribed 
number, but do we give our entire being in 
this act of praise? We open our Bibles to the 
proper scripture passage, and we silence our 
cell phones so that they don’t go off during the 
sermon, but are we internalizing the message 
that is being proclaimed?

Our congregation is earnest and heartfelt and 
genuine in our desire to worship on Sunday 
mornings. But it is easy for us to become 
complacent if we’re not intentional. When Matt 
(or whoever the proclaimer of the day is) gets up 
to speak, he is not just encouraging us to hear the 
message of the day, but to listen for God’s voice. 
When the choir sings an anthem, they are 
presenting an offering to God, so that God may 
work through them, and in turn the spirit may 

touch the hearts of the congregation.

So, this Sunday, when it’s time to listen, whether it’s 
during a prayer, a reading, or the sermon, don’t just 

listen for Matt’s word, or Jayne’s word, or Jim’s word, 
or the scripture reader’s word. Listen closely and the 

fullness of all God wants to say.

Summer Tuesday Noon
Join us for summer Tuesday Noon with a 
wonderful meal ($5/person) and time of 
fellowship that is followed by a short devotional. 
Instead of meeting weekly, we have a special 
schedule this summer held July 12, July 26, 
August 9, August 23 and September 6. The 
updated schedule and menu are always on our 
website under the Worship tab. 

Save the Date
Save the Date for the 2016 Women’s Ministry 
Fall Retreat at the Wrightsville Beach Holiday 
Inn on September 24. More details to follow.

Jail Ministry
In memory of Connie Piscetelli

by Antonio’s Pizza & Pasta
by George & Mary Poirier

by Philip W. Segnitz
by Stephen & Sandy Smith

by Cecile & Richard Crouch
by Jacqlyn D. & Michael F. Piscetelli

by Shirley M. Mikulas
by Ann & Andy Powell
by Nancy & Bill Bianco
by Beth & Jack Upton

Feeding Ministry
In memory of Mavis Strieter

by Joan B. Marshall
In memory of David J. Ruddle

by Lanier Ladies Sunday 
School Class

Local Missions
In memory of Lacy Pearce

by Carolyn S. Pearce
by Bettie Anne West

Sr. Adult Ministry
In honor of Mary Margaret Brooks

by Frances H. Clausing

Attendance
 

Worship       681        552         596        550
Sunday          437         493          419         475
School      

JUNE
19

JUNE
26

JUNE
12
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June 2016 Giving
June Goals:

June Receipts:

Special Collection: $6,511.86

In Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to John Mearns on the loss of his father, Dr. 
Thomas Jefferson Mearns, in Beckley, West Virginia on May 29th.

Christian sympathy is extended to Myra Norris on the loss of her father, 
Mr. Wilburn ‘Buck’ McClure, on June 18th.

JUNE
5

$171,628.00
$130,426.36

YTD Goals:
YTD Receipts:

$1,008,720.00
$947,929.59



Get Connected
to First Baptist!

Are you new to First Baptist Church? Would you like more information, 
have questions or want to know how to get involved? You are invited to 
the Connections Class! This is a four-session class held on Sunday 
mornings at 10:00 a.m. beginning August 7th. Designed to help new and 
prospective members learn more about the life and mission of FBC, this 
class is your opportunity to meet members of the pastoral staff and make new 
friends. We hope you will join us! Register online at fbcwilmington.org under 
the Events tab or contact Jeannie Troutman at jtroutman@fbcwilmington.org.   

 We would love to get you connected!

Join in on Some Summer 
Recreation Fun at FBC!

 
Join us on July 13 as we travel together to Crystal Coast 

for a fun adventure! We will carpool there and take 
kayaks on the ferry from Harkers Island to Cape Lookout. 

We will spend the day paddling inside the Shackleford 
Banks (where the wild ponies live) and Cape Lookout area 

(the historic NC lighthouse painted with diamonds). The 
cost for the day trip will be $40 for the ferry plus a share in 

fuel costs. Plan to bring lots of water, snacks, sandwiches and 
sun protection! Call the Activities Center to get on the list as 

the number of kayaks is limited.
 

The Recreation Team is planning a “Summer Tailgate Party” for 
July 29! We will cook the hotdogs; you bring the side dishes. We 
will have tailgate games including cornhole, can jam, ladder ball, 
football toss and others on the lawn next to the gym (if it is too hot 
or rainy we will move inside the gym). Bring a lawn chair or blanket 
and your best throwing arm. Call the Activities Center to RSVP at 
799-7564!

 

Get your game on with 3 on 3 basketball! There will be nightly 
tournaments on July 19th, 21st, 26th, 28th, and August 9th, 11th, 
16th, and 18th from 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Grab your friends to 
make a team of 3 or join a team! Sign up by calling Jonathan at the 
Activities Center at 799-7564. Teams sign up for individual days, and 
a team can sign up for as many days listed as desired. Cost is $5 per 
team per night. Hurry and sign up - there is a limit of 16 teams!

 
FBC Surf Camp is July 18-20 from 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. each day. 
Camp is designed for girls and boys, grades 4-12th. We will meet 
at the Activities Center each day and then head for the waves at 
Wrightsville Beach! There is no cost for the camp and we will have 
a “mission” emphasis by inviting participants from PORTIA 
HOUSE and the Karen Burmese community. It is also open to 

First Baptist members and their friends. Email Don 
Vigus at dvigus@fbcwilmington.org 

or call 763-2471.

Merry Martha’s Sunday School Class
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Get News from 
Harrelson Center

Get news and updates from 
our Ministry partner and 

neighbor, the Harrelson 
Center! Sign up to receive the 

quarterly Harrelson Center 
Newsletter that is full of 
non-profit partner updates, 
volunteer opportunities and 
much more. Please email 
info@harrelsoncenter.org with 
your name and address to sign up!

Help Students in CIS
Communities in Schools (CIS) needs lunch 
buddies to spend time and read with 
students participating in the NHC Summer 
Food Service program! Volunteers are 
needed from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday throughout the 
summer now until August 11th. For more 
information, or to sign up email 
louise@ciscapefear.org.

 Locations Include: Maides Park, Creekwood South, Union 
Missionary Baptist Church,Warner Temple Church, Vesta Village, 
Houston Moore, Hillcrest, Village at Greenfield, MLK Center, St. 
Paul’s Methodist Church (Carolina Beach) and Royal Palms Mobile 
Home Park. 7

Join us for a fun family day with Olympic themed games, cook-out dinner and 
fellowship on Friday, July 8 at 5:30 p.m. at Hugh McRae Park  (Picnic Shelter 7). All 
families with children are invited to participate! Invite your friends and neighbors! 
RSVP by July 6 to bjones@fbcwilmington.org or on the FBC Wilmington Kid Min 

Parents Facebook page. Sign up to bring a side, drink or dessert.

 
 

Join us at the Activities Center for Preschool Family Night on 

Wednesday, July 20 at 5:30 – a special night just for 

preschoolers and their families. The evening will be full of 

guided activities, crafts, games and pizza supper! RSVP by July 

13 to bjones@fbcwilmington.org or to the FBC Wilmington Kid 

Min Parents Facebook page

 
 Goal!! Come enjoy the

 awesome Hammerheads soccer 
game – Sunday, July 17 at 3:00 

p.m. at Legion Stadium. RSVP for 
group price tickets by July 13th. 

Cost is $6/child, $10/adult RSVP 
to Allisoncboggs@aol.com 

Grab some friends and come play 
soccer! The 3rd-6th Grade Soccer 

Tournament is July 29 from 9:00 a.m. 
-11:00 a.m. at the FBC Activities Center.  Sign up 
in teams of 4 or join an open team for this double 
elimination soccer tournament. Cost $5 per child. 

Proceeds will buy soccer balls for our mission 
team to take to Guatemala. Contact Allison Boggs 

to sign up at allisoncboggs@aol.com

 – New Preschool and Children’s Sunday School curriculum and new things in Wednesday night Crosstraining! Adult leaders are needed to teach and lead our children’s programming – Preschool & Children’s Music, Missions and Bible Skills! Contact Becca Jones to find out more and figure out your best place to serve at bjones@fbcwilmington.org.

Join the New Children’s Ministry Facebook Group!

Get Connected
to First Baptist!

Are you new to First Baptist Church? Would you like more information, 
have questions or want to know how to get involved? You are invited to 
the Connections Class! This is a four-session class held on Sunday 
mornings at 10:00 a.m. beginning August 7th. Designed to help new and 
prospective members learn more about the life and mission of FBC, this 
class is your opportunity to meet members of the pastoral staff and make new 
friends. We hope you will join us! Register online at fbcwilmington.org under 
the Events tab or contact Jeannie Troutman at jtroutman@fbcwilmington.org.   

 We would love to get you connected!
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KOG2ILM Passports 
Coming Soon!

We are on a year long mission trip! KOG2ILM – Bringing the Kingdom of God to 
Wilmington, NC. We began our trip with 40 Days of Prayer in May and June, asking 
God to prepare us – to give us eyes to see our community the way that God does, to 
allow our hearts to be broken by the brokenness that we see, as God’s heart is. 

What did God show you as you prayed? About yourself? About FBC? About the 
needs in our community?

This fall we will make the first stop on our mission trip into the brokenness of 
education, building relationships with children who struggle to read at grade level 
and the families and educators who care for and work with them.

Before we begin that part of our trip you will want to pick up your KOG2ILM 
Passport! This journal will give you a place to capture your thoughts and prayers 
and what God shows you on this mission trip. Be on the lookout later this month!


